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was the gain, so far as France was concerned. So far as
Turkey was concerned, the upshot of these politico-
military proceedings was a modification of the adminis-
trative status of the Lebanon in a sense which weakened
very considerably the Sultan's grasp upon it.

Six years later, when troubles in the Danubian Princi-
palities threatened Turkey with further disintegration,
the hostility of the French Government, and even more
that of its agents at Constantinople, filled the Turks
with inexpressible terror,1 which is not surprising.

After her disastrous war with Germany (1870) France,
by drawing near to Russia, became doubly hostile
to Turkey: hostile on her own account, and also on
account of the Power which in time was to be acclaimed
by the Paris newspapers as the nation amie et alliee.
Through the troublous period that immediately preceded
the Russo-Turkish war of 1877 the Tsar's representative
at the Porte found in his French colleague a faithful
second, and in the French military agent an unpaid spy.2
The Turks expressed their resentment by murdering the
French Consul at Salonica, M, Moulin (1876).

In the Congress of Berlin (1878) France maintained
that attitude of reserve which the sense of her weakness
imposed. Her delegate, M. Waddington, wished to
regain for his country in the counsels of Europe the
diplomatic influence which she had lost through her

1  See Lord Lyons to the Earl of Clarendon, March 14, 1866;
the Same to Earl Cowley, April 18, 1866, in Lord Newton's life
of Lord Lyons, i. 153, 154.

2  See Nelidow's " Souvenirs/' in the Revue des Deux Mondes,
May 15, July 15, 1915.    It is interesting for the political psycho-
logist to contrast this with the French attitude before the humilia-
tion of 1870.    In the 'sixties on nearly every matter the two
Embassies were in opposition to each other.    So much so that
the Russian ambassador used to declare that his French colleague's
insupportable arrogance  made business  with him impossible.
See Lord Newton's life of Lord Lyons, i. 148.